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Citizen Science Lunch & Learn

Overview

This summary reflects the observations gathered from participants during the Citizen Science workshop

hosted at the Wallaceburg Adult Activity Centre. While 21 individuals attended the session, not all participants

completed the survey or answered every question. Responses varied in depth and detail, and some

questions revealed stronger trends than others.

The following captures the essence of what was shared, focusing on observed environmental changes in

waterways, plant life, wildlife, and seasonal patterns over time.

Waterways

Water quality

10 of 12 respondents reported a decline in water conditions. Observations included murky water, foul smells,

increased algae blooms, erosion, and longer-lasting cloudy runoff.

"Algae and smelly water - it never used to be this bad."

"Water levels are up and down, and it's murky too, even after small rainfalls."

Winter ice

All 13 respondents stated that the Sydenham and St. Clair Rivers no longer freeze as they once did. Ice

cover is now thinner, less predictable, or absent altogether.

"Used to skate from Wallaceburg to Tupperville."

"My dad would drive his truck across the frozen Sydenham to visit the cemetery."

"We walked on Black Creek ice every winter until about 2014. Now we barely see any ice."

Aquatic wildlife

Six respondents observed fewer frogs, ducks, and waterfowl. Two noted increases in turtles and bald eagles.

"There are fewer frogs. When I was young, they were everywhere. Now the kids get so excited just to see one."

Flooding and erosion



Responses were split. Six said there was no major change, while five reported faster or more intense flooding

following storms.

"Erosion happens faster now. The river reacts almost immediately to rainfall."

Plants and Trees

Disappearing native species

Five participants named species they no longer see, such as cattails, tiger lilies, bullrushes, black ash, black

willow, and white pine.

"Two big black willows fell during winter storms. They had been here 25 years."

New or invasive plants

Some respondents mentioned the presence of purple loosestrife, phragmites, and unknown trees.

"I see weird trees along the edge. I don't know what they are."

Seasonal shifts

Several participants noticed earlier springs and longer autumns.

"Each season seems to be at least two weeks ahead. June feels like July, July like August."

Birds, Insects, and Wildlife

Declining species

Many reported fewer sightings of ducks, songbirds, chickadees, red-winged blackbirds, and muskrats.

"There are fewer songbirds now. Lots of crows and grackles. It feels different."

New arrivals

Some shared sightings of bald eagles, coyotes, cormorants, and ticks.

"We've started seeing ticks. Never used to."

Pollinators

A majority observed fewer bees, butterflies, and fireflies. Participants often attributed the decline to herbicide

use and backyard mosquito control chemicals.

"We really need to rediscover what used to be numerous. It's easy to forget they were everywhere."



Reflections and Personal Stories

Surprising changes

Several participants expressed strong emotions and concern over disappearing plant and animal life.

"The terrible lack of vegetation that directly relates to lack of critters. It literally makes me cry at times."

"The Sydenham is feet lower than it used to be. It used to be just six inches below our breakwall. Now it's way down."

Memories that contrast today

"I used to snowmobile on the Sydenham all the way to Dresden from October to March."

"We drained our marshes and swales and lost so much habitat."

Shared conversations

"Winters are milder. We had so much more snow when I was a kid."

"Colder winters with early thaws wiped out many of our spring plants."

"Since COVID, there seem to be fewer ducks. Maybe too many people kayaking?"


